


MY NAME 1& JOHN ANP | WORK FOR AN NTERNATIONAL NON-
GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION, | HAVE STARTEP MY
SECONP EMERGENCY MISSION HERE IN VENUS. THIS TYPE OF
MIGSION |& NEW TO ME, |T |& FREAKING HOT HERE ANP |
HAVE LESS THAN Z4 HOURS TO ORGANIZE A NON-FOOP ITEM
PIGTRIBUTION ANP A FOOP PISTRIBUTION FOR AN ENTIRE
TOWN. HERE I'M STAYING 1& NICE, | THINK I'M FOLLOWING HR
|PROCEPURE, CHECKING ON THE STATUS OF OUR

PIGTRIBUTION SUPPLIES, ANP NOW | AM LEARNING A LOT
ABOUT WATER, | THINK | AM REAPY FOR THE PISTRIBUTION IN
A FEW HOURS, BUT NOTHING EVER GOUES AS PLANNEP. THIS
I& THE LIFE OF AN INGO WORKER,
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4 AM?
WHO &
CALLNG ME
AT 4 AM?

Hl EPWARPO. WE

ARE PRETTY MUCH
ALL SET FOR THE
PIGTRIBUTION TOPAY.

YES THAT |& WHAT | WAS
CALLING ABOUT. | TALKEP
TO HEAPGUARTERS ANP
WE NEEP TO POSTPONE
FOR ONE PAY.

YES, FOR A
FEW
REAGONG,
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THE FIRST REASON |& THAT THE FOOP AP OFFICER WHO 1& ACTUALLY GOING TO
RUN THE PROJELT |& ARRIVING TOPAY. THE HEAPKUARTERS WANTS HM ON THE
GROUNP BEFORE WE START PISTRIBUTION,

THE SECONP REAGON & THAT NNA 1& MISSING A FEW PEOPLE TOPAY WHO WERE
GOING TO SUPPORT THE PISTRIBUTION SITE, BUT THEY WILL BE AVAILABLE
TOMORROW. | HAVE ALREAPY ZALLEP THE MAYOR ANP TOLP HIM THAT WE WILL
BE POSTPONING THE PISTRIBUTION.

OKAY, BUT | THINK
BAUPILLO 1& ALL
SET FOR THE
WATER TRULKING.
THAT'S NO PROBLEM, HE
CAN MOVE AHEAP ANP
START ON THAT. | AL&O
WORKEFP WITH NNA TO
HAVE THE TAP
STANPS INGTALLEP,

You HAP THE TAP
STANPS INGTALLEP P
YOU MEAN THEY ARE
ALREAPY AT THE
WATER POINT SITES? YES. OF COURSE,
HOW CAN WE HAVE
WATER PISTRIBUTION

POINTG WITHOUT TAP |\

STANPS ?

WELL, BAUPILLO ANP |

WENT AHEAP ANP &0 WE Now HAVE
BOUGHT THE PARTS POUBLE THE

HeerEe ANE AMOUNT OF TAP

CONGTRUCTED
TAPGTANPS. WE PIPN'T STANPG 7

KNOW THAT You
ALREAPY HAP SOME
PELIVEREF ANP
INGTALLEFP FIRESTLY T2 | GUESS SO

SITES.
e are SORRY ABOUT
THAT.

EMAIL ME THE £05T OF
THE SUPPLIES ANP THE
CONTACT INFORMATION OF
THE STORE YOU BOUGHT
THEM FROM ANP
ILL TAKE CARE OF IT.
I'LL CALL YOU LATER IN
THE MORNING WITH THE
ARRIVAL TIME OF THE
FOOP AP OFFICER,
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I'M TORN IN HALF WITH EMOTIONSG RIGHT NOW. ON ONE SIPE,
IT'S A BLESSGING TO HAVE AN EXTRA PAY TO PREPARE, |
STILL HAVEN'T HAP A CHANCE TO GO TO ROBIN MARKET
YESTERPAY TO SEE THE FOOP KITS BEING PREPAREP. |
STILL PIPN'T HAVE A cHANCE TO CHECK IN TO BE SURE
THAT THE TRUCKS WERE REAPY FOR PELIVERY, HECK, |
PIPN'T EVEN GET A CHANCE T0O SEE THE PISTRIBUTION
SITE...

110



BUT ON THE OTHER HANP, BUuYING
ANP AGSEMBLING THE TAP STANPS
WAS LITERALLY THE ONLY THING
THAT | HAP THE SHANCE TO PO &0
FAR ANP IT TURNS OWUT THAT NOT
ONLY WAS |T NOT NEEPEP, IT
ACTUALLY COST THE MISSION MORE
MONEY.

WHAT AM | ACTUALLY POING
HERE, OTHER THAN BEING A
TOKEN FOREIGNER FOR THE
LOGIGTICS PEPARTMENT,

NOW WE NEEP T2 WAIT AN EXTRA PAY FOR THIS FOOP AP OFFICER TO
ARRIVE? | REALLY WANTEP TO SEE HOW | COULP PO BAGICALLY LEAPING MY
FIRST PISTRIBUTION, RE WE WAITING AN EXTRA PAY BECAUSE
HEAPFUARTERS ARE NOT SURE THAT WE COULP PO IT WITHOUT THIS Foop
AP GUY COMING 7

I'M PROBABLY JUST OVER
THINKING THIS,

THE HEAPKUARTERS PROBABLY
JUST KNOW THE OTHER GUY
MORE, THIS |& MY FIRGT
EMERGENCY MISSION ANP I'VE
ONLY BEEN HERE FOR A TOTAL
OF 3 PAYS,
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1T’ ONLY
4:30. |\

CAN'T GET
BACK TO
BEP NOW.

| GUESS
| couLp
WATCH
TN

OR | COULP SENP AN
EMAIL BACK. HOME
TO MY FAMILY. &GIVE
THEM AN UPPATE. |
HAVEN'T TOLP THEM
MUCH AT ALL ABOUT
VENUS.
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HI MOM AND DAD, HOW IS THE FAMILY? THINGS ARE
GOING GREAT HERE IN VENUS SO FAR. | HAVEN'T HAD
MUCH DOWNTIME UNTIL NOW TO SEND YOU A
MESSAGE...

\|

d STARTING TO GET A
AINUTEQ LATER... BIT BRIGHTER
OUTSIPE. | WONPER
IF THE HOTEL
RESTAURANT 1& OPEN
YET?
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Goov
MORNING,
SR,

H PPl &
THE KITZHEN
OPEN YET?

WHAT TIME
PO THEY
OPEN?

&0 N
ANOTHER 30
MINUTES OR
907

HMMAM... WHAT
AM | GOING TO
PO FOR ANOTHER
30 MINUTES?

| CAN'T REALLY PO ANYTHING
THAT | HAVEN'T PONE YET
TO PREPARE. IT'G &TILL
TOO EARLY TO INGPELCT THE
PISTRIBUTION SITE OR SEE
THE FOOoP KITS AT ROBIN
MARKET.

| ALREAPY EMAILEP
MY PARENTS. |
JUST TALKEP TO
CINPY LAST NIGHT.
IT WouLP BE ToO
WEIRP TO CALL HER
AGAIN.
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|\ GUESS | couLpP
JUST TALK TO PP,
GHE & THE ONLY
OTHER PERSON UP
RIGHT NOW ANYWAY.
EACEPT FOR THE
SECURITY GUARPD.

S0 PP, HOW LONG

HAVE You BEEN

WORKING HERE AT

THE HOTEL?

WAIT. | TAKE
THAT BACK.
PIPI ANP | ARE
THE ONLY
ONES AWAKE.

GHE WAS CUTE, SURE. BUT TO BE
HONEST, | WAS JUST HAPPY TO MAKE
SOMEONE SMILE ANP LAUGH AGAIN. |
MSSEP THAT ABOUT CINPY. HER
LAUGH MOST OF ALL,
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WE TALKEP FOR A WHILE. THE HOTEL BEGAN TO AWAKE,
ANP GUESTS CAME THROUGH, THE PHONE INTURRPTEP
OUR CONVERSATION A FEW TIMES. | LEARNEP A LOT
ABOUT HER ANP VENUS CULTURE., | TOLP HER SOME OF
MY MORE FUNNYANP SELF-EFFACING STORIES. GHE TOLP
ME STORIES OF HER GOALS ANP PREAMS.

| REALIZEP THAT | PIPN'T HAVE VERY MANY STORIES OF
TELLING HER MY PREAMS, OR THINGS | WANTEP TO P2 IN
THE FUTURE. | WAS ACTUALLY POING WHAT | WANTEP TO.
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IN THIS WORK, | WASN'T LIVING
IN REGRET OR HOPE. NOT ONLY
| WAS IN THE PLACE | WANTEP
T0 BE, | WAS IN A PLACE
WHERE | SHOULP BE. | WAG
POING EXCITING AIP WORK. |
WAS IN A JOB THAT PECPLE
WRITE STORIES ABOUT.

PIPl WAS IN A JOB THAT
WASN'T HER PREAM, |T
WAS JUST TO PAY THE
BILL&G., &HE WANTEP TO

BE A PANCE INGTRUCTOR.
GHE WANTEP TO OPEN WP
HER OWN STUPRIO.

| WAS MAKING SURE
FAMILIESG WHO HAP THEIR
LWES PESTROYEP BY A
NATURAL PISASTER HAP
FOOP ANP WATER ANP
SHELTER. | WAS POING
IMPORTANT THINGS.
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THEGE REMINPERS HELP
ME PUT THINGS BACK IN

PERSPELTIVE.
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